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Dear J i m :  

I a m  a f r a i d  I overest imated my capac i ty  t o  f u l f i l l  c o n f l i c t i n g  ob- 
l i g a t i o n s  when I r e c e n t l y  agreed t o  come t o  t h e  meeting you are a r r ang ing  
on The Cancer C e l l .  
t h e  two weeks p r i o r  t o  September l o t h ,  and I must l e c t u r e  ( twice)  t o  t h e  
medical s t u d e n t s  he re  on September 15th .  
Connie must g e t  both of our  boys s t a r t e d  i n  new schools .  A l l  t h ings  con- 
s i d e r e d ,  i t  seems l i k e l y  t o  be awful ly  wearing on m e  and my family t o  s t a y  
away t h e  e x t r a  fou r  days necessary t o  make a u s e f u l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  your 
meeting and a t t e n d  t h e  f e s t i v i t i e s  f o r  Mary Lasker.  Needless t o  say ,  t h e  
meeting promises t o  be e x c e l l e n t ,  and I a m  n o t  o b l i v i o u s  t o  my indebtedness  
t o  Mary Lasker. But, I need t o  respond t o  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  as w e l l  and w i l l  
have t o  send my r e g r e t s  on t h i s  occasion.  

I have long-standing p l a n s  t h a t  keep m e  i n  Europe f o r  

Moreover, wh i l e  I a m  away, 

Having i n i t i a l l y  supposed I could manage i t  a l l ,  I submit ted an ab- 
stract desc r ib ing  our  r ecen t  work wi th  av ian  b u r s a l  lymphomas and mouse 
mammary tumors. I would l i k e  t o  propose t h a t  Roe1 Nusse, my col labora-  
t o r  i n  t h e  work wi th  mammary tumors, be asked t o  speak i n  my p lace .  
now runs  an independent l abora to ry  i n  Amsterdam, and i s ,  I know, a b l e  and 
w i l l i n g  t o  come t o  t h e  meeting; he  is  a l s o  very  e f f e c t i v e  on t h e  podium 
and w i l l  he lp  prepare  a manuscript) .  I f  you do n o t  wish t o  accept  a sub- 
s t i t u t e ,  I hope it  i s  no t  t oo  la te  t o  remove my a b s t r a c t .  

(He 

A s  you may know, w e  are moving forward on t h e  r ev i sed  paperback 
e d i t i o n  of RNA Tumor Viruses .  
thanks,  mainly t o  t h e  con t r ibu t ion  made by Chuck Van Beveren a t  t h e  Salk.  
( H e  might,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  be  someone you'd want t o  cons ider  f o r  a f ive-year  
p o s i t i o n  a t  Cold Spring Harbor),  
a l l  be s e n t  t o  t h e  p r i n t e r s  t h i s  fall---and a m  ve ry  p leased  t h a t  w e  can 
r e i s s u e  t h e  book i n  t h e  two volume format.  

The Appendix has  been d rama t i ca l ly  expanded, 

I am hoping t h e  supplementary text can 

I have r e c e n t l y  t a lked  aga in  wi th  Jesse Summers about  t h e  p o s s i b i l i -  
t y  you and I had d iscussed  of having a b r i e f  meeting on h e p a t i t i s  B-type 



v i r u s e s  t o  precede t h e  RNA Tumor Virus  meeting. 
soon about t h i s .  I have also l earned  from our  g r a n t  o f f i c e r  a t  N I A I D  
( D r .  Frank Tyeryar,  301-496-7051) t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a reasonable  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of f i n a n c i a l  support  from them f o r  such a meeting. 

H e  w i l l  be  c a l l i n g  you 

Again, I f e e l  badly about The Cancer C e l l  and t h e  d inne r ,  b u t  I t r u s t  
you w i l l  understand my dilemma. 

With Best Wishes, 

Harold E. Varmus, M.D. 
Profes so r  

cc: Arnold Levine 
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